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admission. Dr. Rorie concludes that mania is the least

favourable form of insanity following influcnza as regards
prognosis. In patients already insane the effect of an

attack of influenza led to little change in the majority of

cases, but two cases of delusional insanity under Dr. Rorie’s
care became markedly worse, giving freer utterance to

delusions of persecution, and one case of melancholia

became distinctly more depressed.

MILK UNDER THE FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.

A MILK-SELLER was summoned recently before Mr.

Marsham at the instance of the Holborn Borough Council
for felling milk from which 8 ’6 per cent. of the fat had been
abstracted, and she was ordered to pay a fine. Upon this
a member of the firm from which the milk had been origin-
ally purchased asked that the second sample reserved might
be sent to the Commissioners of Inland Revenue for

analysis, and in this request the defendant joined.
The milk, however, as might have been expected under

the circumstances, had during the time that had

elapsed since it left the cow undergone natural processes
which rendered its analysis for the determination of the

question before the court impossible to conduct satisfactorily.
The precaution of adding a few drops of a preservative-of
course, not in sufficient bulk to influence the analysis-had
not been taken. Mr. Marsham accordingly said that he had
no alternative but to dismiss the summons as the defendant
had a right to have the milk analysed at the Government
laboratory. This unsatisfactory termination of the case is due
to the 21st Section of the Food and Drugs Act of 1899 which
enacts that the justices or court referred to in Section 22
of the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1875, shall, on the

request of either party under that section, cause an

article of food or drug to be sent to the Commissioners

of Inland Revenue for analysis and may if they
think fit do so without any such request." The section of the
Act of 1875 referred to said, The justices may in their dis-
cretion " cause any article of food or drug to be analysed by
the Government analyst, a very different provision, and
one which we e should have thought adequately pro-
tected both parties without offering to the defendant
in certain cases a simple method of escape, dependent
only on the question of whether the article of food
which he was selling was of a perishable nature or not.
We are not aware of any tendency on the part of analysts
acting for local authorities to make mistakes or unduly to
emphasise the case against local defendants by making
incorrect analyses, or of any magic attaching to analysis in
a Government laboratory. Admittedly, differences of opinion
may arise in obscure and difficult analyses, and a witness
called by one side may draw inferences differing from those
drawn by one called by the other side. On such an occasion
a third opinion is obviously useful, whereas it is not wanted
when a defendant has cast no doubt upon the evidence

brought against him. But it seems to us that unless the

precaution of adding a minute quantity of a preservative
be taken most prosecutions connected with the sale of

milk, and some with regard to other articles of diet, will,
in hot weather, at all events, be futile. Possibly, however,
the magistrate can be asked and will be willing in all
cases to send the second sample to the Government

analyst directly it is taken and before the case is heard.

OUR readers will regret to hear of the serious illness of Mr.
Jordan Lloyd. On Tuesday evening, June 25th, Mr. Jordan
Lloyd presented symptoms of acute appendicitis, and as they
grew more severe an operation was decided upon on the
following Thursday morning. The operation was performed
by his colleague, Mr. Bennett May, when a perforated and

gangrenous appendix was removed. We are glad to say
that during the anxious week that has elapsed since the
operation Mr. Jordan Lloyd’s progress towards recovery has.
been steady. ____

DR. GLOVER informs us that it is his intention to offer

himself for re-election as one of the Direct Representatives
for England and Wales. It is understood that Mr. Victor

Horsley will resign his seat and that he and Mr. G. Brown will
also seek re-election. Mr. Horsley, at his original by-

election, stated that he would resign at the same time as his
colleagues’ tenure of office terminated that the expense of
two elections might be obviated.

THE quarterly meeting of the Society for the Study of
Inebriety will be held at 11, Chandos-street. Cavendish-

square, W., on Tuesday, July 9th, at 4 P. M., when a paper
will be communicated by Dr. T. N. Kelynack and Mr.
W. Kirkby, F. L. S., on Arsenical Poisoning from Beer Drinking
in its Relation to the Study of Inebriety. The President, Dr.

Wynn Westcott, will be in the chair. Visitors are cordially
invited. 

____

DR. J. LORRAIN SMITH has been appointed a member of
the Commission to inquire into the present condition of the
higher, general, and technical education available in Ireland
outside Trinity College, Dublin, and to report as to what.
reforms, if any, are desirable in order to render that educa-
tion adequate to the needs of the Irish people.

HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to
continue the privilege of the Royal Patronage to the

National Sanatorium for Consumption and Diseases of the
Chest at Bournemouth, of which charity her late Majesty
Queen Victoria had been a patron since the year 1869.

WE understand that the Committee appointed by Mr.
Brodrick to consider the War Office scheme for the re-

organisation of the Army Medical Service will hold its first.

meeting to-day (Friday). 
-- 

’

THE Madrid Correspondencia of June 26th states that 12
cases of plague and four deaths have occurred at Oporto.

ROYAL NAVAL HOSPITAL, HASLAR.

THE session of instruction at the Royal Naval Hospital,
Haslar. terminated on June 26th, when the 14 surgeons
under instruction who had obtained their commissions after

the competitive examinations in London some months pre-
viously received appointments to His Majesty’s ships on the
determination of their seniority by the sum total of the
marks obtained in London and at Haslar. The following
prizes were awarded-viz., the gold medal to Surgeon
A. J. Wernet, and the microscope and the silver medal and
books to Surgeon E. Cox. The Director-General of the
Medical Department of the Royal Navy, Sir Henry Norbury,
K.C.B., in distributing the prizes complimented all the
officers highly on the very favourable report which he had
received from the inspector-general and the officers of the
professorial staff as to the great interest which they had
shown in the subjects which formed the course, as well as
on the general zeal and ability that they had evinced during
the time they had been under instruction.


